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I t  a l l  s ta r ted  w i th  a  ques t ion…  

How did SEED originate? 

Summer 2005 at GSA 
 
Q: Why isn’t there a means by 
which to measure the social 
impacts of design projects? 
 

A: Because the emphasis is really 
placed on economic objectives 
with increasing attention to 
environmental impacts. 
 
R: “There should be something 
like LEED for social issues…we 
could call it SEED.” 
 

 

 



Soc ia l ,  Economic ,  Env i ronmenta l  Des ign  

What is SEED? 

The SEED Mission 
To advance the right of every person to live in a socially, economically and environmentally healthy 
community. 
 

The Three Components of SEED 
•  The SEED Network 
•  The SEED Evaluator 
•  SEED Certification 
 

The SEED Principles 
SEED Principle 1: Advocate with those who have a limited voice in public life.  
 
SEED Principle 2: Build structures for inclusion that engage stakeholders and allow communities to 
make decisions.  
 
SEED Principle 3: Promote social equality through discourse that reflects a range of values and 
social identities.  
 
SEED Principle 4: Generate ideas that grow from place and build local capacity.  
 
SEED Principle 5: Design to help conserve resources and minimize waste.  
 
 



www.seed-ne twork .o rg  

Where is SEED today? 

The SEED Network is composed 
of members who have taken the 
SEED Pledge and endorse the 
founding mission and principles 
of the network.  
 
SEED facilitates action by 
providing tools such as the  
SEED Evaluator, which provides 
guidelines for pursuing a design 
process informed by inclusivity 
and participation. 
 

 

 



Accoun tab i l i t y  +  Commun ica t ion  

The Need for SEED 

Defining the problem 
•  What is the scope of the project ? 
•  Who are the project stakeholders? 
•  What are the project goals? 
•  What impacts will the project have  

 on the local community? 
 

Building Consensus 
•  Charrettes 
•  Social Media  
•  Workshops 
 
 

 

 



I t ’s  no t  a  compet i t i on !  

SEED vs. LEED 

SEED is designed to set up a  
framework for establishing 
and measuring goals.   
 
These goals might include: 
•  Achieving LEED Gold or better 

 
•  Reducing the transmission of airborne 

diseases like tuberculosis in Northern 
Rwanda by at least 20% by increasing 
access to natural ventilation. 
 

•  Increase engagement of the local community 
in project decision making process by at 
least 30%. Host charrettes and project town 
hall meetings at least once monthly, where 
project concerns are voiced and surveys are 
distributed to document opinions. 
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Communi ty  Engagement  

The SEED Process 

Part 1 
•  Project Basics 
 

Part 2 
•  Social, Economic and 

Environmental Goals, 
Challenges and Successes 
 

Part 3 
•  Process Towards Goals 

 

Part 4 
•  Results 
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